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A Carol of Christmas 


The earth has grown old with its burden of care, 
But at Christmas it always is young; 

The heart of the jewel burns lustrous and fair, 

And its soul, full of music, breaks forth on the air, 
When the song of the angel is sung. 


It is coming, Old Earth, it is coming tonight ; 
On the snowflakes which cover thy sod 
The feet of the Christ-child fall gentle and white, 
And the voice of the Christ-child tells out with 
delight, 
That mankind. are the children of God. 


On the sad and the lonely, the wretched and poor, 
That voice of the Christ-child shall fall, 

And to every blind wanderer opens the door 

Of a hope that he dared not to dream of before, 
With a sunshine of welcome for all. 


The feet of the humblest may walk in the field 
Where the feet of the holiest have trod; 
This, this is the marvel to mortals revealed 
When the silvery trumpets of Christmas have 
pealed, 
That mankind are the children of God. 
—Phillips Brooks. 
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About Folks and Things 


The semi-annual meeting of the East- 
ern New York Christian Conference was 
held at Medway, New York, Friday, De- 
cember 6. The theme of the conference 
was “Looking Forward”. 

Rev. J. C. DeRemer, R. R., Frankfort, 
Indiana, pastor of the Antioch and Man- 
son churches, Western Indiana Confer- 
ence, is slowly recovering from a severe 
attack of flu and pneumonia. We trust 
that he may soon be entirely well and 
able to continue his good work in that 
important field. 

We regret to report that Rev. A. W. 
Hirby, pastor of our church at Trotwood, 
Ohio, is very ill. At last report he did 
not seem to be responding to treatment 
as well as might be expected. He is con- 
fined in the Miami Valley Hospital at 
Dayton and his many friends throughout 
the church at large will remember him 
much in prayer during these trying days. 


Rev. R. C. Lankler, pastor of the Jube 
Memorial Congregational Church of 
Newark, New Jersey, preached on the 
evening of December 8 for Rev. W. H. 
Hainer, D. D., in the First Christian 
Church of Irvington, as a result of the 
Congregational-Christian union. Brother 
Lankler has recently come to Newark 
and heartily endorses Christian unity. 
His young people entertained Irvington’s 
young people four weeks ago and they 
are planning union services again. 


Rev. Harry Thomas Stock, Student 
and Young People’s Secretary of the 
Congregational Church, will speak at the 
great Christian Church Youth Rally to 
be held in Riverdale Christian Church, 
Dayton, Ohio, Sunday afternoon, Decem- 
ber 29. The guests of honor at this 
meeting will be the leaders of the Na- 
tional Christian Young People’s Con- 
gress, which will be in session at our 
Dayton headquarters. Many young peo- 
ple from Dayton and vicinity will at- 
tend. 

The Whetstone Christian Church at 
Anderson, Indiana, has suffered a se- 
vere loss in the recent death of its clerk 
and Sunday School leader, Brother Wil- 
liam Hull, who has been a tower of 
strength in the church and community 
for many years. Brother Hull was 
eighty-two years of age, and his life was 
filled with faith and good works. He 
leaves three sons to mourn his loss. We 
have been permitted to see appreciative 
resolutions passed by the Whetstone 
Church on the life and work of its de- 
parted member. 

Mrs. S. Q. Helfenstein, 1230 Phillips 
Avenue, Dayton, Ohio, is chagrined 
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Forty-four of the fifty-two mem- 
bers of the General Board of the 
Christian Church were in attend- 
ance at the annual meeting of the 
board in Dayton last week. Many 
important actions concerning the 
union with the Congregational 
Church were acted upon and im- 
portant business of all the boards 
was transacted, Next week’s Her- 
ald will carry the story of the 
meeting. The following is the per- 
sonnel of the board: 
Rev. Frank G. Coffin, D. 

dent, Columbus, Ohio. 

Rev. 1». B. Atkinson, WD. D., 

president, Albany, Mo. 
Rev. Warren H. Venison, D. D., 
retary, Dayton, Ohio. 
Mr. J. Lewis Reck, treasurer, Cov- 
ington, Ohio. 
Atkinson, Rev. J. O., D. D., Elon 
College, N. es 
Beougher, (Pres. L., Wadley, Ala. 
Brownell, U. G., Pe Bedford, Mass. 
Bullock, Mrs. F. E., Dayton, Ohio. 
Caris, Pres. ya « "Defiance, Ohio. 
Clark, Rev. R. G., Piqua, Ohio. 
Dales, Rev. J. N., Lakemont, N. Y. 
Defur, Rev. Clarence, D. D., Madrid, 
Towa. 
Eldredge, Hermon, Dayton, Ohio. 


D., presi- 
vice- 


sec- 


Eldredge, Miss Lucy, Dayton, Ohio. 

F‘letcher, Rev. W. P., D. D., Osha- 
wa, Ont. 

Flory, Rev. E. B., Dayton, Ohio. 

*Foor, Mr. A. F., Everett, Pa. 

Hainer, Rev. Herbert M., New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 

Hainer, Rev. W. H., D. D., Irving- 
fon; N.. J. 

_— Pres. W. A., Elon College, 
) Ae 

Helfenstein Rey. Ror Cc. DD. 
Dover, Del. 

Helfensteiu, Rev. S. Q., D. D., Day- 
ton, Ohio. 

Henderson, Pres. J. A., Franklin- 
ton, N. C. 

*Hirby, Rev. A W., Trotwood, Ohio. 

Howsare. Rev. McD., D. D., Dayton, 
Ohio, 

Howsare, Mrs. McD., Dayton, Ohio. 

*Huff, Rev. C. E., Salina, Kans. 

a Rev. A. E., D. D., Urbana, 

Kendall, Rev. A. B., D. D., Hilton, 
Ae S 

Lightbourne, Rev. J. H., D. D., 
Troy, Ohio. 

Minton, Rev. Wilson P., D. D., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Morrill, Mrs. Alice V., Defiance, 
Ohio. 

Nelson, Rev. C. G., Oronoque, Kans. 


Radabaugh, Mr. Tom B., West Mil- 
ton, Ohio. 

Rathbun, Mr. Netum, Dayton, Ohio. 

*Rensberger, Mr. Roy, Goshen, Ind. 

*Sargent, Rev. W, G., D. D., 
dence, R. I. 

Short, Rev. H. H., Hagerstown, Ind. 

Sims, Mr. H. E., Piqua, Ohio. 

Smith, Rev. Hugh A., D. D., Ver- 
sailles, Ohio. 

*Smith, Rev. H. Shelton, D. D., New 
Haven, Conn. 

— Rev. L. E., D. D., Norfolk, 
v2. 


Sparks, Rev. A. W., 


Provi- 


Dayton, Ohio. 


wes Rev. W. W., D. D.. Suffolk, 

fa. 

Stearns, Miss Helen R., Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Summerbell, Rev. Martyn, D. D., 
Lakemont, . 

Thomas, Rev. Omer S., D. D., Cov- 


ington, Ohio. 
Watkins, Pres. E. A., D. D., Leba- 


non, Ind. 
Whitelock, Judge O. W., 
ton, Ind. 
*Winters, J. O., Greenville, Ohio. 
*Yantis, Perry G., Troy, Ohio. 
Young. Rev. W. J., Muncie, Ind. 


* Absent. 


Hunting- 





‘ member, because of the pressure of work 
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that she has lost the list of some minis 
ters to whom, at the General Convention 
at Piqua, she promised to send copies of 
the “Writings and Addresses of Austin 
Craig”, by Dr. Martyn Summerbell, jg 
these ministers will kindly .send Mrs 
Helfenstein their names, she will be glag 
to fulfill her promise. Mrs. Helfenstein 
has only a limited number of these books 
on hand, but she desires to give them ty 
those who would appreciate having 
copy of the works of her illustrious fg. 
ther, Dr. Craig. 

At the fifth annual conference of lead. 
ers among the young people of the Chris. 
tian Church which will be held in Day. 
ton December 27-30, about thirty-five 
active young people, representing many 
conferences and sections of the church, 
will discuss plans and program for 1930, 
The response to the invitations to this 
meeting has been very gratifying, and 
the program plans center around the dis. 
covery of ways in which the youth of the 
church may share most largely in the 
program of our Jubilee Year. Details 
regarding the plans of the conference 
may be secured from Miss Lucy M. 
Eldredge of the Christian Education De- 
partment. 

Rev. W. G. Sargent, D. D., pastor of 
the Elmwood Christian Church of Prov- 
idence, Rhode Island, and for many years 
one of our leading ministers, was not 
able to attend the recent session of the 
General Board, of which he is a valued 

























































in his own church so near*the Christmas 
time. Dr. Sargent represents the Chris- 
tian Church on the Prudential Commit- 
tee of the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, which is 
the foreign mission agency of the Con- 
gregational and Christian Churches, 
and he has given much time in the last 
year to matters pertaining to the union 
of the two churches. 

Mr. H. E. Sims and Mr. Hermon 
Eldredge, of the Publications Merger 
Committee of the Christian Church, are 
in attendance at a meeting of the busi- 
ness and editorial committees of the Con- 
gregational Publishing Society at Bos- 
ton this week. Plans are being made for 
the merging of The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty with The Congregationalist and 
also the merging of the Sunday School 
quarterlies and papers. At the meeting 
of the General Board of the Christian 
Church just held, Mr. Eldredge was 
elected Editor of Christian Church Pub- 
lications and Associate Editor with Dr. 
F. G. Coffin of the new publication to be 
known as “The Congregationalist an¢ 
Herald of Gospel Liberty”. The new 
periodical will be double the size of the 

(Continued on page fourteen) 
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A\n Inferiority Complex in Religion 


A CONTRIBUTED EDITORIAL BY REV. R. G. ENGLISH 


HERE is something lacking in much of the present- 
day religious life. We may well seek the reason 

for the lack of power and the low standard of religious 
experience in so many churches and communities today. 
An inferiority complex in religion gives us a wrong at- 
titude toward life and makes for narrowness of vision 
and smallness of service. Lack of knowledge means lack 
of vision and, as the wise man declares, ‘‘where there 
is no vision, the people perish’’. And Hosea reminds 
us that the people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. 

In many large centers there are flourising churches 
and abundant evidences of real Christian service for 
the community, but in many small country churches the 
members, with few exceptions, experience a sense of lit- 
tleness and usefulness as they struggle to keep services 
going from which they see little or no result. Having 
little vision, their faith wavers and a spirit of pessi- 
mism creeps in and holds them back from undertaking 
anything worth while. They complain because condi- 
tions are not as they used to be. They find it hard to be 
optimistic when so much seems to he against them. 
With weak faith they see no use of co-operating with 
anyone in community programs. And so the spiritual 
temperature remains low and community life is but lit- 
tle changed by the church. 

We too often think in small terms, feeling that we 
eannot do great things because of small numbers and 
limited equipment. We seem to forget the many great 
things which have been accomplished by individuals or 
small groups with very limited means at their disposal. 
We get in the ruts and feel it almost impossible to rise 
above the ordinary routine—to get above the usual pro- 
gram of formal services. We deal too much with profes- 
sion and form and too little with the practical applica- 
tion of Christian principles to living conditions. Hence 
the apparent uselessness of it all. 

Recognizing the existence of this inferiority complex 
in much of our church life, with its resultant inaction, 
narrowness, and lack of co-operation, we must find a 
cure for the difficulty. 

Many of our churches have lopsided programs. In- 
terests are not properly balanced. We may be doing 
much for a local church program to satisfy selfish de- 
sires and very little for work outside. We are too often 
failing to be true to the Great Commission. We do not 
develop the best within us. We need to learn that reli- 
gion deals with matters of supreme importance. We 
should always sense the bigness of things and never 


think of allowing religion to hold an inferior position. 
We need to take our religion seriously and allow the 
Master first place. There is still power in Christ. His 
blessiug can bring large results from small beginnings. 
Living our religion is a big task in the city or the coun- 
try. 

To overcome the existing lethargy and the prevail- 
ing sense of littleness and uselessness, we need to give 
and receive information and instruction, which will 
lead to vision. Then the vision which reveals to us our 
opportunity and our responsibility will need faith and 
courage for fulfillment. We must no longer rest con- 
tent with past accomplishment and present conditions. 
We have been small-minded and narrow too long. We 
should seek to possess something of the vision and faith 
of that pioneer missionary who gave the challenge: At- 
tempt great things for God and expect great things 
from him. Give to the small church a real challenge of 
a big task; and, with vision and faith, that church will 
respond to the challenge and do great things with divine 
help. As things begin to happen, courage is gained for 
future efforts from the consciousness of really amount- 
ing to something. 

A large church may have a small vision and seem to 
accomplish little, while a small church may have a 
large vision and fill a large place in community life. It 
is not always that numbers count for the most. The 
little church of the country village has a big mission and 
is not to be despised. The rural church has been respon- 
sible under God for the accomplishment of much for the 
advancement of the program of the Kingdom in years 
past. 

The small church not only may largely mold the life 
of the community, but also may render large service to 
city centers and the world. A high percentage of our 
preachers has come from small churches in the coun- 
try. One of our own rural churches in the East has 
sent out in the past hundred years a long line of minis- 
ters, and that church is still an active force for eom- 
munity righteousness. Any church that can produce 
recruits for the Christian ministry is bound to be busy 
in community service as an expression of the spirit of 
the Master. History also reveals that the country 
church, through the years, has been sending to the city 
centers many men and women of Christian character, 
who have become leaders of industry and leaders in 
echureh and civie programs for community uplift and 
betterment. Much of the strength and character of mod- 
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ern cities reaches back to the humble ministries of coun- 
try churches where real saints have had a wondrous in- 
fluence for good in the training of young people, who 
have later found a place in the religious life of the cities. 

No church that really seeks to minister to community 
needs, that sends out ministers of the gospel, or that 


sends to our metropolitan centers men and women 
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trained for Christian citizenship, has any reason to apol. 
ogize for its existence or its mission. Every church, 
however small, may have a large mission and do worth. 
while service. The church of vision and faith that seeks 
to do her best will render large service to any com. 
munity. 

Plainville, New York. 


Everyday Religion 


A CONTRIBUTED EDITORIAL BY REV. W. W. STALEY, D. D. 


ELIGION is for every day, or it is for no day. 
R There is no such thing as periodic life; and religion 
is life. It is life hid with Christ in God. Those who have 
the hardest life need religion most. Religion is not a 
sedative, but a stimulant. It does not quiet people, but 
awakens them. It is not temporary in its operations, but 
permanent in its action. It does not grow in the bright 
deys only, but grows best in the dark days. 

The housewife needs everyday religion as her work 
is everyday work. Cleaning, feeding, and beautifying 
engage her thought and use her strength. Religion 
cleans the heart, feeds the soul, and beautifies the char- 
acter. There is no life so clean, so strong, and so beau- 
tiful, as Christian life. No other woman equals the 
good housewife. She is the maker of the home, and the 
home is the greatest institution in the world. No great 
nation was ever developed without good homes. Home 
work is everyday work; and religion must be cultivated 
by daily living for Christ to make the best home. 

Farmers produce the food of the world by daily toil 
behind the plow. They sow, cultivate, and then reap 
what they have sowed. They have faith in the seasons, 
the soil, the seed, the sunshine, and the rain. Their work 
is a suggestion for the exercise of faith in God and man. 
Their religion is everyday religion in the practical ap- 
plication of, ‘‘diligent in business, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord.’’ ‘‘First the blade, then the ear, and 
then the full corn in the ear.’’ The great cities would 
starve in a short time if the tillers of the soil did not 
produce the food that millions consume. Everyday re- 
ligion is just as essential to the spiritual life of man as 
the grain that makes bread to sustain human life. Reli- 
gion can no more be developed by spasms than the har- 
vests of the world. The soul’s needs are everyday needs, 
and everyday religion is the only way to supply them. 

The mechanic is in a position to influence his fellows 
not only by good workmanship, but to influence their 
character by religion that works at the bench, on the 
scaffold, the foundation, or the roof. Character is a 
building, and the architect is Jesus Christ. The plans 
are mapped out in the Bible, and the Holy Spirit inter- 
prets the plans to those who labor daily to build on the 
foundation—even Jesus Christ. The most beautiful reli- 
gion is that which speaks through the trowel, the ham- 
mer, and the saw. Sunday dress looks better, but work 
under everyday clothes feeds, houses, and educates man- 
kind. Sunday religion attracts more attention and 


sings sweeter songs, but everyday religion wins sinners 
to Jesus Christ and the church, and sends missionaries 
to heathen lands. 

Everyday religion is what is needed in the home for 
family prayers,. training children, and to bear the trials 
and bereavements that come, in the spirit of resignation 
to the divine will. ‘‘Thy will be done’’, said on Sunday 
only, will not sustain the widow in her loss and strength- 
en her for every good word and work. Temptations are 
everyday experiences and it requires everyday religion 
to overcome them. Sunday religion is the blossom and 
fruit of everyday religion. There is no Sunday religion 
where there is no everyday religion—that is, no spirit- 
ual religion. The man in the field, the shop, on the 
train, the steamship, in the schoolroom, the study, the 
office, the courtroom, the mine, or the air, needs the 
presence and help of the Holy Spirit to make him faith- 
ful in the everyday tasks of life. The woman in the 
kitchen, the sewing room, the nursery, the store, the 
schoolroom, the hospital, the parlor, society, every- 
where and every day, needs a consciousness of the pres- 
ence of Jesus Christ in her life, her home, and her work. 
It is the everyday revolution of the earth that gives 
day and night, the sunshine and the stars; and religion 
through the day makes the hours of sleep safe and 
sweet. 

Officials in high and low positions need religion every 
day. Temptations to neglect duty, accept graft, to care- 
lessness in office, creep into the daily life, and it takes 
real everyday religion to keep officials from doing wrong 
or neglecting right. The influence of officials over pri- 
vate citizens is a great opportunity for serving God 
every day. 

Then, servants occupy a place in life where reli- 
gion may count most in daily service. The highest posi- 
tion is the position of a servant. There are all grades 
of servants, from the lowest menial position to the high- 
est office. Servants can illustrate true religion in its 
obedient and saving form. Jesus was servant of all; 
and that was the highest position he filled, while he went 
about doing good. Ministers of the gospel are servants, 
not only on Sunday in the pulpit, but every day in the 
week. Their life counts more than their sermons. Their 
everyday religion means more than their rhetoric and 
oratory on Sunday. Ministers and laymen are meas- 


ured by their everyday religion. 
Suffolk, Virginia. 
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The Trend of Events 


From The Christian Century 


In a recent issue of The Christian Century, one of Amer- 
ica’s leading religious journals, the editor commented as fol- 
lows on the merger between The Congregationalist and The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty: 

The unity of Christians would seem to be making ap- 
preciable progress when the time comes that two church 
weeklies of long and illustrious lineage can be united. But 
the union of the Christian and Congregational churches now 
in process of consummation, has produced a union of the 
two best known religious journals in the country, The Con- 
gregationalist and The Herald of Gospel Liberty. The com- 
bination is to go into effect on March 1, and the rest of the 
church press will watch with keen attention as Dr. William 
E. Gilroy, after these years of brilliant editing of The Con- 
gregationalist, presents to the public the new paper, with its 
picturesque title of “The Congregationalist and Herald of 
Gospel Liberty”. There will be no hesitation in prophesy- 
ing for the new paper, under Dr. Gilroy’s editorship, a great- 
er influence than the two papers which have formed it ever 
exerted in the days of their separate existence. And that is 
saying something. It is impossible, in contemplating this ap- 
proaching union, not to reflect on the joy that it would give 
to the soul of the man whose name is most intimately con- 
nected with the recent history of The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty, Dr. Alva Martin Kerr. The note which Dr. Kerr 
struck oftenest, the cause to which he committed his paper 
most deeply, was the necessity for the union of Christians. 
It is only a few months since Dr. Kerr passed on, and his 
church and those responsible for the policy of his beloved 
paper must still have heard the echoes of his voice very clear- 
ly when they decided to take the advance step toward unity. 


This editorial reveals with what interest the religious 
world is watching the consummation of our union with the 
Congregationalists, eagerly awaiting to see whether the 
uniting churches meant what they said, or voted only as a 
grand gesture, 


Prize for High School Pupils 

The Commission on Interracial] Relations with headquar- 
ters at Atlanta, Georgia, has offered a prize of one hundred 
dollars to the high school pupil submitting a paper on Amer- 
ica’s “Tenth Man”. They are also offering a similar prize to 
the school making the best use of the Commission’s “Tenth 
Man” project. 

The purpose of the contest is to promote the study of the 
Negro’s place and work which the Commission declares is 
much more interesting than is generally supposed. It is in- 
teresting to reflect that every tenth man in America is black. 
The Negro is doing things in every line of endeavor, and 
these two prizes should do much toward introducing the high 
school children and high school teachers to the work which 
Negros are doing. 

The Federal Council of Churches has announced Febru- 
ary 9 as Interracial Relations Sunday. The observance of 
this offers the church an opportunity to build for better un- 
derstanding among the races. This Sunday should be care- 
fully planned for and a real study undertaken. 


Old Age Insurance 

There is a growing recognition in the United States that 
old age insurance or some form of provision for the care of 
worn-out and disabled workers should be arranged by the 
employers. Recently the Electrical Contract»rs of New York 
City undertook such an arrangement, The contractors recog- 
nized the need: of co-operation because the worker must go 
from job to job and from employer to employer. In conse- 
quence of this no employer could undertake any sort of pro- 
vision alone. A board has been established with four mem- 
bers of the Contractors and one representative of the Elec- 
ttical Workers Union. The board is authorized to collect 
twenty cents.an hour for every hour which any man works 





from the employer until a reserve fund large enough to pay 
a whole year’s premiums to an insurance company has been 
established. The workers will be insured for three thousand 
dollars and there will be a monthly payment of forty dollars 
for the worker after he is sixty-five and thirty dollars a 
month in case of total disability. This arrangement pro- 
vides for the dependents of workers and will care for their 
future in such a way as to remove the haunting shadow of 
want. The board has power to withhold payments under cer- 
tain conditions, but these can never be arbitrary. Industrial 
disputes will not affect the arrangement, and these are to 
be submitted to the Council on Electrical Relations of the 
United States and Canada. In facing the need of such pro- 
vision the Contractors disclosed the fact that there are 
eighty-two homes for the aged in New York City with six 
thousand people on the waiting lists, 


Lloyd George on Clemenceau 

The New York American carried an article from the pen 
of Mr. Lloyd George on Georges Clemenceau just after the 
death of the great Frenchman, Some of the following state- 
ments from the article are of great interest to us as Ameri- 
cans: 

By conviction and temperament he was ar inexorable 
cynic. He had no lelief in the ultimate victory of right. 
His belief was that history demonstrated clearly that in the 
end might invariably triumphed over abstract justice. In 
fact, as he once put it bluntly, in the course of a conversa- 
tion, “Might was right”. His faith was in organized and 
well-directed force. 

It was in the interest of humanity that strength should 
prevail over weakness. One of the most piquant passages of 
arms between himself and President Wilson was one in which 
he reminded the American idealist that the United States 
of America would have never come into existence without 
force, and that but for force it would have fallen to pieces 
sixty years ago. He regarded the League of Nations with 
tolerant amusement. 

He came to the conclusion that President Wilson’s pre- 
occupation with it helped to keep him out of mischief. It 
could do no harm and was very useful for bargaining pur- 
poses. So he encouraged President Wilson in his exhaustive 
labors to frame the covenant. He had almost a wicked de- 
light in seeing him wear out his strength on something that, 
as he thought, mattered not in the least. 

It kept the troublesome President from obtruding his ex- 
alted but impractical ideals into matters like reparations, 
the occupation of the Rhineland, the German colonies. dis- 
armament, and other questions which interested France. 
There I saw not the tempestuous political fighter, but only 
the wily diplomat. . . . President Wilson went home with no 
visible wounds, but with his sword snapped at the hilt. This 
is not the place to consider who won the more permanent 
triumph, but there is no doubt as to the combatant who scored 
the immediate success. 


Births and Deaths 

It is of vital interest to a nation to know the relation 
between its birth rate and death rate. . According to the Bu- 
reau of the Census of the Department of Commerce, the birth 
rate in the United States decreased and the death rate in- 
creased during 1928. The birth rate dropped from 20.7 to 
19.7. This is a decrease of one per thousand of the esti- 
mated population in 1928. The death rate rose from 11.4 
in 1927 to 12.3 in 1928. This is an increase of .9 per thou- 
sand of the estimated population. The infant mortality rate 
also showed a rather alarming increase. It rose from 64 and 
a fraction to 68, the highest being 142.2 in Arizona, and the 
lowest, 46.9 in Oregon. The highest death rate, 14.5, oc- 
curred in California and Mississippi, and the lowest, 7.4, in 
Idaho. These figures are interesting as they indicate trends 
in health and society, and they may call us to undertake cer- 
tain remedies, and particularly is this true in the high mor- 
tality rate among infants. 


























Why the Angels Sang 


HAT was it that moved the 

WV heavenly host to sing on the 

Judean hills, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men”? The ad- 
vent of the long-promised Messiah was 
at hand. The prophecies of the centur- 
ies were about to be fulfilled. The bless- 
ing was to come to “all nations”, and 
those that had walked in darkness so 
long (the Gentiles, especially) were to 
see “a great light.” The house of the 
Lord established on the mountains should 
see “all nations flow unto it’. The re- 
deemed would be numbered from every 
point of the compass, “from the East and 
West, and from the North and South”. 
And the blessing that the Savior was to 
bring to the world was not only exten- 
sive—to all mankind—it was also inten- 
sive—we would save “unto the _ utter- 
most”. It was to reach both body and 
soul; he would give them “new hearts” 
and bind up “broken hearts”, as the 
prophets had declared. 

If the deliverance of the Jews from 
Babylon was enough to make the prophet 
declare that all nature was in such sym- 
pathy with the momentous event that 
even “the mountains and the hills would 
break forth into singing and all the trees 
of the field clap their hands for joy”, we 
need not be surprised that angels should 
come to earth to announce the advent 
of the Messiah who would bring deliver- 
ance from sin to all mankind. 


The prophets have not spoken in vain. 
“From North and South and East and 
West, they come; from every land be- 
neath the sun, they come.” Turn to the 
far North and hear Beck, Edgerton, 
Young, Grenfell, and others tell how 
those of the frozen North have been 
transformed by the gospel of Christ. 
Among the early missionaries to Green- 
land was John Beck, a Moravian mis- 
sionary. The outlook for the success of 
the gospel was anything but promising, 
but, as Dr. A. J. Gordon says: “One seed 
of the Scripture from his (Beck’s) lips 
—the story of the Savior’s agony in the 
garden—fell into the heart of a savage 
by the name of Kajarnak—into a heart 
all overgrown and _ choked with the 
thorns of barbarism—and immediately 
it germinated and brought forth fruit. 
The stolid savage became a disciple; the 
disciple became an evangelist. His dull 
heart kindled with an astonishing glow, 
while with flowing tears and resistless 
pathos he recited to his countrymen the 
story of the Cross. This was the be- 
ginning of success in that field; and Ka- 
jarnak is counted among the miracles of 
grace in modern missions.” 

Now turn from the “icy fields of 


BY REV. H. H. SMITH 


Greenland to the torrid plains of the 
Dark Continent”, Africa, and hear how 
Africaner, who was such an “incarnate 
fiend that he actually made a virtue of 
cruelty and a diversion of murder, kill- 
ing men in order to make drum heads of 
their skins and drinking cups of their 
skulls, was reached by the gospel. Dr. 
Gordon says: “The audacity of his 
crimes created a reign of terror through- 
out the country where he dwelt, and 
neither savage chiefs nor colonial gov- 
ernments had found out any way to 
tame him. But Robert Moffat went to 
him in spite of the most earnest warn- 
ings to the contrary. He conquered him, 
not with carnal weapons, but with the 
living Word. The germ principle of 


SQWWW WWW 0 >> i'vv'ww»w p»;»>rn»sdgv0o.0w WW  hbhl»l»ll 
RING, YE BELLS 


RING. ring, ye bells of Christmas, 
Through the silent night; 

Unto those who sit in darkness 
There hath shined a light; 

For the weak and heavy laden 
Strength is on the way; 

Those who mourn shall know His comfort; 
Christ is born today! 


Ring, ring, ye bells of Christmas; 
eal the Christmas truth 

Till the world, grown old in sorrow, 
Finds the heart of youth; 

Till its care and pain and sadness 
Pass in joy away; 

Little Child and earth’s Redeemer, 
Christ is born today! 


Ring, ring, ye bells of Christmas, 
Through the warring world, 

Till the swords are beat to ploughshares 
And the flags are furled, 

Till the hearts of men and nations 
Learn the better way; 

Prince of Peace, earth’s Lord and Savior, 
Christ is born today! 


Ring, ring, ye bells of Christmas 
Through the rolling year, 

While the weary days are passing, 
Chiming sweet and clear; 

So your “‘Peace, good will’ shall echo 
All along the way. 

Glory to the Highest, glory. 
Christ is born today! 

—Annie Johnson Flint, in 


The Christian Endeavor World. 
AQ G]h WW. :rrdd oo r;QQ}Q}Q\)H)h nny 


that Word being implanted in his heart, 
a whole harvest of sweet and Christlike 
virtues sprang up. The demon of cruelty 
became a meek disciple of Christ, and 
such a disciple that Moffat was able to 
say of him, concerning the whole time 
of his association with him after his con- 
version, ‘I do not once remember having 
occasion to be grieved with him or to 
complain of any part of his conduct; his 
very faults seemed to lean to virtue’s 
side.” His dying testimony was: “I 
feel that I love God, and that he has 


done much for me, of which I am totally 
unworthy. My former life is staine 
with blood; but the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin.” Do we wonder 
now that “the angels sang’’? 

Dr. Morrison, a missionary to the Cop. 
go, related this incident at a missionary 
conference several years ago: “Only 
few days before I left Luebo an old won. 
an about sixty years of age came to the 
station, and her right arm from her fin- 
ger tips to her shoulder was a reeking 
mass of sores. The bones of the elbow 
and hand were protruding through the 
rotten flesh. I asked her what was the 
matter. She said they accused her of 
being a witch, and in order to test it 
compelled her to put her arm into a pot 
of boiling oil, The poor woman lived 
along a few weeks, and died in great 
agony.” The gospel of Christ has saved 
multitudes from such inhuman cruelties 
and superstitions. 


Can a human being sink lower than 
cannibalism? Hear the _ testimony of 
James Calvert, the pioneer misstonary to 
the Fiji Islands: “When I first arrived 
at the Fiji group my first duty was to 
bury the hands, feet, heads, and bones of 
arms and legs of eighty victims whose 
bodies had been roasted and eaten in a 
cannibal feast. I lived to see the very 
cannibals who had taken part in that in- 
human festival gathered about the 
Lord’s table.” And all this in fifty 
years! No wonder “the angels sang”! 

The people of Tierra del Fuego were 
described by Darwin, in 1833, as follows: 
“The Fuegians are in a more miserable 
state of barbarism than I ever expected 
to have seen any human being. The ex- 
pression of their faces is inconceivably 
wild, and their tones and gesticulations 
are far less intelligible than those of 
domestic animals.” Some thirty or for- 
ty years later, after missionary efforts, 
Darwin said: “I certainly should have 
predicted that not all the missionaries 
in the world could have done what has 
been done.” Darwin became a contribu- 
tor to the South American Missionary 
Society, and in a letter to the secretary 
said: “It is wonderful, and it shames 
me, as I always predicted failure. It 1s 
a grand success. I shall feel proud if 
your committee think fit to elect me an 
honorary member of your society.” No 
wonder “the angels sang”! 

We have not yet a warless world, it is 
true, but hopeful progress is being made 
toward that goal. When it shall have 
been reached, as it surely will be, it will 
be seen that it was brought about by the 
practice of the principles of the Prince 
of Peace, of whom “the angels sang”. 

Ashland, Virginia. 
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One Savior or Many? 


BY REV. G. A. CONIBEAR, D. D. 


and face it and endeavor to find an an- 

swer, so that the rising generation of 
workers in our churches will get some 
definite guidance one way or another? 
There is much being said these days 
that tends to confusion of thought and 
changing of conviction in this connec- 
tion. It is not so much that voices are 
being heard coming from other religions 
challenging the conception cherished in 
Christian circles that there is “One 
Name that is given above every other 
name whereby men. can be saved”; such 
a challenge is to be expected and has 
been heard through the centuries, but 
the striking fact is that within the cir- 
ces of Christian leaders and thought, 
voices: are making themselves heard 
which make the question very obtrud- 
ing. 

One of the commonest messages at 
conventions, in pulpits, and in the press, 
religious as well as secular, is that of 
tolerance, good: will, a broad fellowship, 
and co-operation. Reports come to us 
of missionaries abroad revising their 
conceptions as to their work and chang- 
ing their methods on the assumption 
that their former views as to the need 
and place of Christianity were based on 
inadequate understanding of pagan peo- 
ples and particularly of their religions. 
It is to be recognized that all religions 
are good and hence have saving power. 
The proper approach is to see this and 
to say it. Ordained ministers of the 
Christian faith feel it their duty to point 
out the excellencies of the Mohammedan 
and Buddhistic systems and particular 
emphasis is being laid on the place and 
value of Judaism. 

Another phase of this attitude in 
Christian circles is that of encouraging 
the fraternizing of Jews and Protes- 
tants and Roman Catholics and urging 
them into a fellowship of co-operation. 
The proper, the wise thing to do is ‘to 
obscure our differences, if there are any, 
and obtrude our agreements. 

This attitude is very appealing and 
seems to be in line with the fact and 
spirit of progress of cur times, and the 
appeal is prosecuted in the name of hu- 
manity, if not in that of Christianity it- 
self. 

Now there are some implications in 
this that we must recognize and, be- 
cause of this, we are led to face some 
questions; and peradventure some of our 
leaders can give guidance in these days 
¢f perplexity for our youth. 

Are we in this new emphasis and 
larger outlook to tell our young people 
that Jesus Christ is The Savior of the 
world or that he is one of the saviors? 


[: it not time to recognize this question 


Are we to revise the New Testament 
records as to the words cf Jesus, for in- 
stance, “I am the way, the truth, the 
life; no man cometh unto the Father but 
by me”? 

Do the people in India, in Arabia, in 
China, and other countries really think 
of the message of Jesus as being the su- 
preme, the last word as to salvation? 
Or is the world at large in any partic- 
ularly bad way without Jesus? Is there 
no vital difference between the Roman 
Catholic position and that of the Protes- 
tant? Is a man, Jew or Gentile, just as 
well off and just as acceptable to God if 
he rejects Christ as if he accepts him? 
What is the function of 'the Protestant 
churches in modern life, if they should 
get through protesting? 


If a mistake has been made in exalt- 
ing the name of Jesus above every other 
name and we are in for a new under- 
standing of him and God and the needs 
of the world, then we should bestir our- 
selves to learn and understand the new 
gospel. There are so many confusing 
voices among those assuming to be 


What Happened to 


BY RICHARD 


holiday fun for this Christmas sea- 
son!” 

This was the excited greeting which 
a young man gave to a group of his 
friends in his town, one early November 
afternoon. As they stood on a street 
corner with him, he outlined his plan. 
“Now this is what we can do”, he be- 
gan, “First, we choose our victims for 
this joke. Three will be enough—of dif- 
ferent kinds. The idea is just this: 
Let’s take three people who don’t care 
much about Christmas—and whose lives 
testify considerably to that fact—and be- 
gin sending gifts and doing services in 
their names! They will get into all kinds 
of embarrassing situations! They will 
soon get angry, and the people who re- 
ceive their ‘benevolence’ won’t like it, 
either!” 

The decidedly reckless and unworthy 
plan was generally approved, and so the 
young man went on to its details. 

“Victim No. 1 is old Mr. Frett—you 
know what an old miserly, disagreeable, 
and unsocial crab he is! Imagine any 
child getting a Christmas gift from him 
—or any church or hospital! Wow! He 
hasn’t given anything for so long that 
he wants a receipt from the garbage col- 
lector! 


S isi I’ve got a great idea for some 


(7) 987 
leaders that it is scarcely to be won- 
dered at that youth is perplexed and is in 
a passive cr indifferent attitude, until 
they hear some strong voice that defi- 
nitely and clearly says: “This is the 
Way, walk ye in it.” 

Co-operation is an appealing word; 
surely the world needs it, nations need 
it, communities must have it if life is at 
all to be worth while. And it seems a 
simple thing to secure it. Citizens can 
cc-operate to develop good government, 
families can co-operate to make home 
life satisfactory, and communities can 
co-operate to do many things—build a 
hospital or get safe sanitation and good 
streets. 

But when it comes to religion, the 
matter is not so simple. Can there be 
co-operation with other religions and 
still think of and preach Jesus as the 
one Savior of men? Can one still be 
loyal to Christ and tolerate, if not en- 
dorse, things that contravene the heart 
of his gospel? 

At any rate, will some one tell us 
whether Jesus is to be still regarded as 
the One Savior of the world or whether 
he is just one of the saviors? Or per- 
haps the answer will be that the world 
is not in any need of salvation and that 
all is well everywhere. 


a Christmas Prank 
K. MORTON 


“Victim No. 2 is Mrs. Rumford—you 
also know what a disturbing, sharp, and 
trouble-making busybody she is. If 
there is any meeting or conference in any 
church or other place in this neighbor- 
hood, she thinks that she must preside 
or take some leading part. Every one 
feels the lash of her sharp tongue soon- 
er or later. She loves to find fault with 
other women, and she puts forward those 
rascally kids of hers in the most brazen 
way. The last time she showed smiling 
consideration for some one, her lawyer 
asked her if she thought it was time to 
make her will! 

“Victim No. 3 is Jack Colroyd—you 
know, the leader of the discussion club 
at the college. He is a chap that has 
lots of brains, but he sure has no use 
for the church—and especially for what 
he calls the grotesque imagery and cus- 
toms of the ‘Christmas and Santa Claus’ 
legends. He wouldn’t think of making 
Christmas gifts, as such. Imagine him 
playing Santa Claus to some poor fam- 
ily! He’d die first!” 

So the victims were agreed upon, amid 
much excitement and enthusiasm. 

“How will we go about carrying out 
this plan?” asked one of the group. 

“Well, what are your suggestions?” 
replied the young man. 

































































988 





(8) THE 
“There being ten of us”, said one, 
“let’s concentrate on each one separately. 
Take Mr. Frett. Some one see that he 
is put on the mailing list of charitable 
institutions and others who might like 
his money, his labor, or his interest and 
attendance, to support some Christmas 
project. Some one else telephone him 
congratulations on giving flowers to the 
church and furnishing automobiles to 
carry people to the Christmas church 
services. Some one else write him that 
the church Christmas committee hears 
he is willing to serve with them. Then 
we can have some family call him up 
and thank him for being willing to buy 
Some gifts for the poor children on 
Christmas Eve. Let’s each pick out 
some such way to embarrass him.” 


After some thought each of the ten in 
the plot chose some way to embarrass 
Mr. Frett. 

“Now for Mrs. Rumford’, began one 
of the girls. “I offer these suggestions: 
Let it be known among the women of 
the church and the neighborhood that 
Mrs. Rumford was heard praising some 
of them, and lamenting her past domi- 
neering ways and unfriendliness. Let 
it also get around that she is consider- 
ing opening her home on Christmas Eve 
to twenty poor children. See that the 
minister calls her up and asks her to 
help him carry around gifts and baskets 
to families. See that the committee on 
women’s work gets the story that she 
wants some others to preside at the 
Christmas entertainment. Maybe we 
could also start the story that she wants 
them to meet in the church every day un- 
til Christmas to work on various gifts 
and have tea together! Let each one 
of us start something about her, too!” 


And each one did. 


“While you have been talking about 
our first two victims, I have been think- 
ing about Jack Colroyd. How about 
these suggestions for his case? Have 
the minister ask him to play Santa 
Claus. Have the college Y. M. C. A. say 
that they have heard that he is deeply in- 
terested in helping poor students during 
Christmas, taking one or two home to 
Christmas dinner, and presiding at the 
college students’ own Christmas meeting. 
If we can, let’s also get the president 
of the college to commend him for the 
interest he has heard he is displaying in 
the Christmas celebration, and ask him 
to join with others in helping local 
churches and charitable institutions to 
distribute gifts to homes and to present 
little Christmas programs in homes 
where there are shut-ins, injured, or sick 
people, or people hardened and broken 
by poverty and bad ways of living. Can 
you imagine him doing any of that? 
Won’t he be mad! The girls can also 
call him up and praise him for his in- 
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terest, and can ask him to form a joint 
committee with them!” 

Each one of the group selected his or 
her own plans for embarrassing each vic- 
tim, and the plot began to work. 

December was almost half over before 
the group in its entirety gathered to- 
gether again. ‘ 

“T heard that Mr. Frett was terribly 
angry with the minister and some of the 
church deacons”, began one of the group. 
“He denied any interest in their Christ- 
mas plans, and raved about some crazy 
religious notions and misunderstandings 
—much to the dismay of those gentle- 
men. He is regularly gettirfg all kinds 
of appeals and telephone calls and con- 
gratulations. Some of his old friends are 


THE BETHLEHEM ROAD 


H where's the road to Bethlehem? 
And who will lead me there? 
The wise men, when I ask of them, 
In the same query share. 
The shops with Christmas gauds are gay, 
Where money-changers meet: 
But who's for Bethlehem today 
By its dear one-way street? 


I ask the shepherds as they watch 

Over their flocks by night: 

But no directing word can catch 

My longing to delight. 

And still goes on the desperate search 
For what so few have found: 

In mart or street—in home or church— 


Oh who's for Bethlehem bound? 


I ask the angels, and behold, 
A glory fills the skies. 
nce more | see, as long of old, 
The Star of Bethlehem rise. 
Through “Peace on Earth—Good will to 


en 
It points the blessed way, 
And leads our troubled hearts again 
To where the young child lay. 
—Edward A. Church, in 
The Christian Register. 
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reported to be again expressing a de- 
sire to ‘make up’ with him!” 

“But you ought to hear about Mrs. 
Rumford”, laughed another. “She was 
indignant when another woman was sug- 
gested to preside at the Christmas meet- 
ing. She snubbed several women who 
came to her supposing she had changed 
her attitude toward them. She sharply 
denied being willing to open her home 
or to carry around gifts to homes where 
she has not thought of going for years! 
Oh, things are heating up fine, with 
plenty of confusion and embarrassment 
all around. 

“I think Jack is worse than either of 
them!” chuckled one of the young men 
from the college. The Y. M. C. A. rep- 
resentative was so nice and agreeable 
that even his cynicism and _ sharpness 
could not get him out of taking part in 
their work and also accepting congratu- 
lations for his change of view! *So it 
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looks as if he—he of all students—musgt 
spend his Christmas days carrying gifts, 
playing Santa Claus, entertaining fellow 
students, and the like. And say—the 
president caught the rumors all right, 
and he asked Jack to help—and he asked 
in such a way that Jack could not pogsj- 
bly extricate himself from the difficulty 
and explain things. Just wait until we 
observe his angry distress! This is go. 
ing to be good!” 

Christmas drew near, and things went 
even worse for the victims, and became 
even more amusing for the conspirators, 

Mr. Frett wrote hot letters to the min- 
ister and to several charitable organiza- 
tions. Mrs. Rumford had further skirm. 
ishes with women of the committee and 
became, with Mr. Frett, the victim for 
various petitions and requests, and also 
the recipients of much praise and com- 
mendation—all because of these rumors 
about Christmas. And Jack Colroyd! He 
had been commended before the students 
by the president, and the Y. M. C. A. had 
summoned him to special meetings and 
treated him royally, unfolding to him 
the story of real need and service. 

The conspirators began to anticipate 
with glee the embarrassment and dis- 
tress which would result when the vic- 
tims were finally shown to be still in 
their old ways and when all their prom- 
ised support and interest did not materi- 
alize. 

But several days before Christmas 
some alarming reports came. to the con- 
spirators, The father of one of them 
had been heard to mutter that he won- 
dered what had come over Mr. Frett— 
he had apologized for his letters to the 
minister and the charitable organiza- 
tions, and in doing so had sent substan- 
tial checks for their work. He also asked 
for the privilege of going around to help 
distribute the Christmas gifts. 

The conspirators dismissed this report 
as probably exaggerated and of little im- 
portance. 

But a day or so later one of the girls 
reported that Mrs. Rumford had had 4 
meeting of women in her home and had 
tearfully apologized for her sharp, 
domineering, selfish ways and _ had 
planned with them a wonderful Christ- 
mas program. She was reported as say- 
ing that she never before quite under- 
stood how much the people of the neigh- 
borhood needed the spirit of Christmas, 
and that she had never realized how 
much she had lost sight of in her nar- 
row, unfriendly attitudes. 

“But the most severe blow came when a 
college student breathlessly joined the 
group and stated that the students had 
held an assembly an hour or so before, 
and that Jack Colroyd had spoken in 
favor of all the Christmas projects and 
had succeeded in organizing the students 
(Continued on page twelve) 
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Time: Winter, A. D. 29. 

Place: Peraea. The Valley of the 
Jordan. 

Persons: Jesus. Disciples. A Wom- 
an, Multitudes. The Ruler of the Syn- 
agogue. Adversaries. 

Record: Matt. 19:1, 2; Mark 10:1; 
Luke 13:10-17. 

The Master has made the rounds and 
comes back again to the valley of the 
Jordan where he began his ministry and 
where he was baptized of John. His cir- 
cuit, which began here, has since gone 
through the wilderness and Judea and 
Samaria on to the cities and towns and 
countrysides of Galilee until his popu- 
larity was so great that they strove to 
force him to be their king and lead them 
against Caesar and place Israel again 
in the forefront of the world. 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

But Jesus had a Kingdom which was 
not of this world, and his whole mission 
was so misunderstood, even by his closest 
disciples, that he took them apart to 
teach and to train them for the coming 
day when they should be instruments 
under God in spreading that Kingdom 
until the will of God should be done on 
earth as in heaven. 

And now they are back to the old 
place again, and again the multitudes 
gather as in the olden day when John 
heralded the Kingdom and the coming 
King. That fearless herald has gone to 
his death through the wickedness and 
trickery of a foolish woman backed by 
a more wicked mother and a still deeper 
dyed King Herod. 

They talk about John as they come to 
these familiar scenes and as crowds are 
gathering to be healed by this wonder- 
worker whom his disciples have owned as 
Master and Lord, but hardly knowing 
what they mean when they so acknowl- 
edge him. 

THE SABBATH COMES. V. 10. 

It is now the Sabbath and, “as his cus- 
tom was”, Jesus resorted to the syna- 
gogue, We well know that the crowds 
flocked to him there, and in those crowds 
were ailing folks and their friends with 
hopes of healing high in their hearts. 
Adversaries were there, too, and ready 
to catch this One who was hated of the 
Pharisees and to entrap him in his word 
or deed, 

A WOMAN IN NEED. V. 11. 

In that motley crowd was one who 
Was in dire affliction. A woman “which 
had a spirit of infirmity” which twisted 
and deformed her and from which she 
had suffered for eighteen long years. Bent 
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and bowed almost to the limit, she was 
unable to lift herself to any erect posi- 
tion. She was a prisoner in her own 
deformed body. 

The heart of Jesus was touched at the 
sight of her and he picked her out from 
the crowd and called her to him. Hope- 
less as was her case, a ray of hope must 
have shined into her weary soul when 
she heard the Master’s beckoning voice 
and she obeyed at once. Then came that 
clear, commanding voice and the touch 
of his hands of healing on her, “and im- 
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DR. MARTYN SUMMERBELL 


After fifty years of Christian 
service, Dr. Summerbell has just 
sent forth the newest and freshest 
contribution from his ready pen 
backed by his rich life. “Our 
Friends in Other Folds” should be 
the book of the year by all inter- 
ested in Christian unity and love 
between the brethren in Christ. 
Dr. Summerbell, the author, is one 
of the Old Guard of the Christian 
Church, and the church owes him 
one more obligation for this great 
service at the time when Chris- 
tian union is so much in the think- 
ing of the church everywhere. 

“Our Friends in Other Folds” is 
written in a unique and delightful 
vein, and we have read it again, 
not only for its wealth of material, 
but for its delightsome style. 
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mediately she was made straight” and 
the glory of God was in her eyes and in 
her voice as she stood erect for the first 
time in eighteen years. 
THE RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE. V. 14. 
One would think that so righteous a 
man as the ruler of the synagogue woula 
have rejoiced at this good deed and at 
the health and happiness which had 
come to this weary imprisoned soul. But 
this formalist was so wrapped up in the 
traditional Sabbath and the rules and 
regulations and machinery of religion 
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that he could not recognize the real thing 
when he saw it. The only thing that he 
could see was that this wonder-worker 
had healed a woman on the Sabbath 
Day, which was an unlawful thing to do 
according to these formalists. 

Indignantly he turns to crowds and be- 
rates Jesus and them for their coming 
to the synagogué on the Sabbath Day to 
be healed. He declares that there are six 
“secular” days and one “holy” day and 
implies that this one day set aside as 
the Sabbath was not for doing good, but 
for observing the forms of the sanctuary 
and repeating the law and the prophets 
with its interpretation of the scribes un- 
der the leadership of the Pharisees. 
THOU HYPOCRITE! V. 15. 

The indignation of Jesus was harshest 
on those who professed, but did not pos- 
sess the righteousness of God. If we 
judge by his words and manner, hypo- 
crisy was the one crime against God and 
man that he hated most. He had no 
words too harsh and no denunciation too 
strong against one who professed to be 
a follower of God and especially a teach- 
er of the law and yet lived an entirely 
different thing and taught men so. 

MEN AND ANIMALS. Vs. 15, 16. 

Jesus berated him and his kind who 
would save their own ox or ass or other 
animal (property) but would not raise 
a hand to free this poor woman who had 
been suffering for eighteen long, awful 
years. It was the Sabbath, but the Sab- 
bath was not made for forms and cere- 
monies alone; it was made for a day in 
which a man could do good and practice 
what he preached. 

ASHAMED ADVERSARIES, V. 17. 

The words of Jesus cut to the quick, 
and those who had laid a trap for him 
were caught in their own net. They 
squirmed at thus being caught and they 
squirmed to get out and away from being 
the laughingstock of the people and the 
object of the Master’s scorn. So while 
the people rejoiced, these shallow for- 
malists sneaked back in the dark corners 
of the room or went out entirely with 
shame on their faces that they had tak- 
en such an unworthy and heartless posi- 
tion and that they had been caught at 
it. : 

But it was the close of a perfect day 
and Jesus and his followers could glorify 
God in the outcome, while none praised 
him more loudly or more deeply than the 
poor woman whom he had made well. 
PRAYER 

Lord, forbid that I should be bound by 
some man-made rule or man-made atti- 
tude that I shall cover up and hide thee 
and thy will from my mind and heart. 
Help me, Lord, to know the good and do ~ 
it. Extend thy healing grace to bodies 
and may we rejoice when we may work — 
with thee in that healing work of body, © 
mind, and spirit. Amen. 
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The Boy I Know 


I know a boy who has a watch, 
But never thinks to wind it; 
And when he ought to be on time 
He’s always just behind it. 
And when he has a task to do, 
He says, “Wait till tomorrow;” 
And when he cannot find his things, 
He simply says, “I’ll borrow.” 


That boy may make a busines man— 
I know he wants to do it— 

But he must mend his careless ways, 
Or he will live to rue it. 

That boy must do his work today 
And plan work for tomorrow; 

Good habits, everybody knows, 
Are something boys can’t borrow. 

—Presbyterian Record. 


Adventuring in Goodness 


IVE boys stood on the street corner 

plotting mischief. They had nothing 
to do, and it was Saturday and spring- 
time, and the call of the adventurer was 
in the blood. 

“Let’s sneak down the street and 
ring the doorbell of Widow Jones. She 
hates that worse than poison,” said one 
of the gang. 

“Oh, that’s too easy”, said another. 
“Let’s do something  exciting—bum 
transfers and ride all day in the ele- 
vated trains.” 

“Nothing doing”, said a third. “I’d 
rather raid the fruit-stand of old John. 
He’s too lame to catch us, and his ap- 
ples are all polished up.” 

The fifth boy now turned to the rest. 
“Listen, fellows”, he said. “I ain’t any 
better than the rest, but I got an idea. 
Miss Jackson said yesterday that there 
is more fun in an adventure in goodness 
than in anything else. She knows an 
awful lot, and, besides, she’s pretty. I’d 
like to try it just once.” 

“Oh, go on”, said the first boy. “We 
ain’t got time for that kind of stuff.” 

“Oh, I don’t know”; said the third. “If 
there’s fun in it, we should worry. But 
what will we do?” 

The fifth boy was equal to the de- 
mand. 

“I got it all thought out”, he said. 
“You know old Mrs. Sampson. Well, I 
saw -her trying to cut up a load of kin- 
dling. What do you say we go get axes 
and cut it up for her, and pile it in her 
cellar, too, and when she offers to pay 
us we'll say: ‘No, Mrs. Sampson, we 
don’t take nothin’, We was just loafin’ 
around, so we thought you might like a 
i alba 

“It’s a go”, yelled the boys, and each 
one ran in a different direction for an 
ax. They were back in a moment, and a 
little later Mrs. Sampson straightened 





up her tired old back to look at five 
boys armed with axes standing all 
around her. 

“Bless us!’ cried the old lady. “What 
do you want?” 

“Nothin’”’, said the first boy. “ Just 
thought yeu might need some help.” 

“I can’t hire you”, said the elderly 
woman. 

“Nobody can”, said the second boy. 
“We're doing this for you just because 
we want to.” 

A half-hour later five boys stood at 
Mrs. Sampson’s door. The wood was all 
chopped and carted in, 

“I can’t believe it”, said the old lady, 
with tears in her eyes. “I never saw the 
beat of it.” 

“It ain’t nothin’”, said the fifth boy. 
“We were just adventurin’ in goodness.” 

“God bless you”, said Mrs. Sampson. 

“Here comes a policeman”, yelled the 
first boy. 

“Who cares?” said the second boy. 

“He ain’t lookin’ at us”, said the third 
boy. 

“It’s great to know that he is a friena 
of ours”, said the fourth boy. 

“Adventuring in goodness is the real 
stuff’, said the fifth boy.—Journal of 
Education. 


The Dangerous Door 


OUSIN WILL, do tell us a story. 
There’s just time before the school 
bell rings.” And Harry, Kate, Bob, and 
little Peace crowded about their oldest 
cousin until he declared himself ready to 
do anything they wished. 

“Very well”, said Cousin Will. “I will 
tell you about some dangerous doors I 
have seen.” 

“QO, that’s good!” exclaimed Bob. 
“Were they all iron and heavy bars? And 
if one passed in, did they shut and keep 
him there forever?” 

“No, the doors I mean are pink or 
scarlet, and when they open, you can see 
a row of little servants standing in 
white, and between them is a little lady 
dressed in crimson.” 

“What, that’s splendid’, cried Kate. “I 
should like to go in myself.” 

“Ah! it is what comes out of these 
doors that makes them so dangerous. 
They need a strong guard on each side 
or else there is great trouble.” 

“Why, what comes out?” said little 
Peace, with wondering eyes. 

“When the guards are away”, Said 
Cousin Will, “I have known some things 
to come out sharper than arrows and 
they make terrible wounds. Quite lately 
I saw two pretty doors and one opened 


‘the elm, “and now our leaves are going. 





and the little lady began to talk like 
this: ‘What a stuck-up thing Lucy Wa. 
ters is! and did you see that horrid dress 
made out of her sister’s old one?’ ‘Q, 
yes’, said the other little crimson lady 
from the other door, ‘and what a turned. 
up nose she has!’ Then poor Lucy, who 
was around the corner, ran home and 
cried all the evening.” 

“I know what you mean”, cried Kate 
coloring. ‘Were you listening?” 

“QO, you mean our mouths are doors?" 
exclaimed Harry, “and the crimson lady 
is Miss Tongue; but who are the guards 
and where do they come from?” 

“You must ask the Great King. This 
is what you must say, ‘Set a watch, 0 
Lord, before my mouth: keep the door 
of my lips.’ Then he will send Patience 
to stand on one side and Love on the 
other, and no unkind word will dare 
come out.”—Southern Churchman. 


The Maple Tree’s Visitor 
HEW-whew-whew,” whistled _ the 
wind. 

“Winter is coming”, sighed the birch. 
“We will be so lonesome. The birds have 
all flown away.” 

The flowers have all gone, too”, sighed 


Soon we shall be all alone.” 

“My acorns have all fallen”, moaned 
the oak tree. “No birds, no _ flowers. 
How lonesome we shall be.” 

“Never mind”, said the maple, cheer- 
ily, “I think we shall have some visitors. 
Even if the robins and the bluebirds have 
gone, we will have some one, I am sure. 
And if we have no leaves, we shall have 
icicles shining in the sun.” 

Just then a little squirrel ran up the 
trunk of the maple tree. 

“Please, may I have my home in this 
nice, deep hole?” he asked. 

“Certainly”, answered the 
“stay all winter if you wish.” 

So the squirrel ran up and down the 
trunk of the tree dropping in the nuts 
he found on the ground until at last he 
had his winter’s supply. Then he curled 
himself up comfortably in the warmest 
corner. 

“IT told you we would have company”; 
said the maple. “Now I shall have some- 
cne to talk to all winter.” 

All through the winter the maple tree 
watched over the little squirrel and 
rattled her branches, which was her way 
of talking to him. 

“You see”, she said to the other trees, 
“what one expects to have comes to 
pass. Next year if you expect company 
to spend the winter, I am sure some one 
will come.”—Exchange. 
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The Christian Church at Work 


WOMAN’S WORK 

THe missionary cause at Madrid, Iowa, 

is moving forward with encourage- 
ment. A Young Women’s Missionary 
Society was organized just recently 
with twenty members, They took an 
active part in the Thank-offering pro- 
gram, which was directed by the adult 
society. This exercise was held on Sun- 
day evening and had a very helpful ef- 
fect. About thirty-five dollars was raised 
at this service. 

Last month eight new members were 
added to our Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety. The regular meetings indicate an 
increase ‘of interest. 

On invitation, two _ representatives 
from the Christian women’s missionary 
workers met with the Congregational 
women’s missionary workers of the 
State of Iowa. This meeting was held 
in Des Moines. Those attending from 
the Christian Chuich were Mrs. Darby 
and Mrs. Defur, both of Madrid. Plans 
were discussed looking toward a closer 
affiliation of the two groups. 

Mrs. CoRA DEFUR. 


Cause and Cure of War 

What women of the six great powers 
can do to strengthen the determination 
of their respective governments to build 
international peace-making machinery 
will be the main topic for discussion at 
the fifth annual conference cn the Cause 
and Cure of War in Washington from 
January 14 to 17 at the Hotel Washing- 
ton. Three widely known and represen- 
tative women from Europe and one from 
the Orient will come to confer with fifty 
representatives from each of ten leading 
national organizations who for four years 
in the United States have been studying 
the causes and cures of war. There will 
be a sharp discussion into the causes for 
hesitation and delay on the part of gov- 
ernment with respect to disarmament 
and building support for the Kellogg 
Pact. The foreign visitors will be from 
England, France, and Japan. 

In announcing the date for the meet- 
ing, Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, chair- 
man of the National Committee on the 
Cause and Cure of War, said: 


It is apparent that there would be no 
more war if the six great powers with 
their vast armies, navies, and resources 
should agree to have peace. For this 
Treason women from these hations have 
been invited to consult with American 
women upon the next stens which must 
be taken and upon the existing gaps in 
the international peace program. To- 
gether we shall make an effort to discov- 
er how the women of these countries can 
unitedly support the building of such in- 
ternational machinery as will effectively 
Prevent war and establish peace. This 
is the natural outcome of our four pre- 
ceding conferences which have been con- 
ducted with the object of giving definite 
information on war and peace to our ten 


co-operating organizations and upon 
which their 12,000,000 members could 
build their programs on international re- 
lations, 

The ten organizations which co-oper- 
ate in carrying on the committee and 
the conferences are: American Associa- 
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tion of University Women, Council of 
Women for Home Missions, Federation 
of Woman’s Boards of Foreign Missions 
of North America, General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, National Board of 
the Young Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion, National Council of Jewish Wb- 
men, National Federation of Business 
and Professional Women’s Clubs, Na- 














THF CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF PLATTSBURG, OHIO 


Sunday, December 8, is a day that will long be remembered by the mem- 
bers and friends of the Christian Church of Plattsburg, Ohio. On this day 
was dedicated the beautiful new Memorial Chapel, given by Mr. Edwin H. 
Peters, of St. Louis, Missouri, in memory of his beloved wife, Stella Porter 
Peters, a formers active member of the Plattsburg Church; and whose sister, 
Miss Grace Porter, is still rendering such splendid service in all departments 
of the church work. It provides assembly rooms for the church school and 
classrooms for all departments, together with a kitchen, dining room, and addi- 
tional classrooms in the basement. It is modern in every respect and beautiful 
in all of its appointments. The old church has also been remodeled and redec- 
orated, both the exterior and interior. Under the inspiration of Mr. Peter’s 
gift, many other gifts of money, furnishings, and labor have been given, in- 
cluding six beautiful art glass windows. A portico was added to the front of 
the church and the floor recarpeted. Mr. Henry Clay Osborn, who was five 
years old when the church was organized, and was an interested participant 
in the Sunday services, gave the auditorium rostrum and pulpit furnishings, 
including a beautiful art glass window behind the pulpit. Numerous small 
pe were done that also add greatly to the beauty and usefulness of the 
church. 

A beautiful service of consecration was held in the morning when Dr. W. 
FP. Minton, Foreign Mission Secretary, preached, presenting in a challenging 
way the incentive to the members of the Plattsburg Church for a worth-while 
consecration of religious service in this community. A sumptuous dinner was 
served by the ladies of the church at the noon hour. Dr. F. G. Coffin, Presi- 
dent of the General Convention, delivered the dedicatory sermon in the after- 
noon to an appreciative audience. Rev. J. S. Halfaker, of Columbus, and Rev. 
Cleon Swarts, of Springfield, as well as the pastor, Rev. Carl Dille, participated 
in the program. The worship program in the evening was in charge of Theo- 
dore Franklin, the president of the young people during the past year. A 
pageant, “Alone”, given by sixteen young people, was in the form of a candle- 
lighting service. The church was darkened, the Good Shepherd window being 
illumined from the outside. The young people, representing the Spirit of 
Truth, Faith, Obedience, Apostles, Prophets, Courage, and Self-denial, lighted 
their candles from the candle of the Spirit of Leadership; and while the Spirit 
of Service knelt facing the audience with arms outstretched in humble sub- 
mission, the electric cross was lighted and the song, “Must Jesus Bear the 
Cross Alone”, was sung as a solo. Special music added to the beauty of all 
the services. 

Pastor and people truly appreciate the generous gifts which have made 
the Plattsburg Christian Church one of the most beautiful rural churches in 
Ohio and realize the challenge and responsibility which rest upon them to 
make worthy use of that which has been provided. 
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tional League of Women Voters, Na- 
tional Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union, National Women’s Trade Union 
League. 

Mrs. EMMA S. POWERS. 


General Secretary-Treasurer. 


What Happened to a Christmas 
° Prank 
(Continued from page eight) 

into groups for visiting hospitals and 
other institutions, helping in the church- 
es, distributing gifts, ete. He had 
prefaced this with a confession of his 
own previous shortsightedness, admitting 
to them how little he had known of the 
real spirit of Christmas and of the need 
in the neighborhood for a little help, 
friendliness, and cheer. 

The conspirators were dismayed. The 
laugh would be on them, instead of on 
their victims, if their plot were betrayed. 
The chance for playing a good prank 
on those whom they had disliked was 
gone. 

When they gathered together quietly 
and not a little sheepishly concealing 
their deep chagrin, a thought in the 
minds of several was voiced when he 
said: “We started all this as a mere 
prank, but now it seems to be working 
out very differently; why don’t we keep 
it up just the same? I should have been 
the last one te join in on such work 
myself, but if Christmas can have that 
effect upon those three, there must be 
something in it. I do not think that any 
of us could have been talked into sup- 
porting all these Christmas ideas and 
projects or into helping a lot ‘of people 
we cared little for, but haven’t we all 
been impressed with what has happened 
to our mean prank? For one, I confess 
that I am willing to keep con trying to 
get people involved in this Christmas 
spirit—but I’m going to do it in a much 
different way. I am also ready to ask 
our victims or any others in what way 
we can best help them; in, our efforts to 
play a mean prank we may have found 
the way to do real service and also to 
find out some real Christmas truths for 
ourselves.” 

This seemed to express what was in 
the 'hearts of the group, and they fol- 
lowed out his suggestions. 

There had never been such a Christ- 
mas in that neighborhcod. The churches 
were lavishly decorated, and baskets 
and gifts were taken to many homes. 
The poor, sick, shut-in, and injured were 
visited and given gifts. Squadrons had 
arranged Christmas parties in many 
homes, and young people were to play 
Santa Claus in many homes where there 
were small children. Everybody seemed 
to be doing his share in expressing the 
Christmas spirit. 

The conspirators, who happened to be- 
long to the same church, were all pres- 
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ent at the Christmas service. Their 
minister, because of his close contact 
with the community, had become aware 
of the plot—and the change in the three 
people concerned in it told him much. 
He went up into his pulpit with a joyous 
heart, and preached as he never 
preached before. He felt that it was 
really Christmas in that community. 
Whatever his words might do, he was 
sure that to many had come a deeper 
sense of the meaning of Christmas. 
Many had found their Savior. Many had 
come to see his work among men. Many 
had come to see life and the world with 
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eyes now open to the real responsibilj. 
ties and privileges of life. As he tolg 
of the birth of the Child of Bethlehem, 
his face glowed with the radiance which 
comes to such a man only when he 
knows that to his people the Christmas 
story is not simply a bit of past history, 
but a present reality; that it is not aq 
past miracle, but a present power; and 
that it is not simply the beautiful story 
of a wonderful life, but that it is the 
story of the Savior of men, of one who 
came to reveal God and to redeem men, 
South Boston, Massachusetts, 
{Book rights reserved by author] 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 


Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
Conference 


Fall River, Massachusetts, December 6 
—The work of the North Christian Church 
of Fall River is going forward and the 
members are doing their best to keep the 
church up to its usual standard during 
the absence of their pastor, Rev. E. J. Bod- 
man. — The sale, held by the Ladies’ Aid, 
was most successful and largely attended. 
At noon a fruit salad luncheon was served 
and in the evening a chicken pie dinner. 





Ring out Tuberculosis 


Ring in health 
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BUY 
CHRISTMAS SEALS 


The National, State, and Local Tuberculosis 
Associations of the United States 








Both were well patronized. The various 
booths were not only attractive, but prac- 
tical as well, and the efforts of the ladies 
were greatly appreciated. They feel that 
the sale was satisfactory financially as well 
as socially. — Members of the church and 
parish, under the leadership of Mrs. Yutz, 
have packed and sent a Sunshine Box as 
a surprise for Mr. Bodman. They hope 
that the little packages and messages will 
brighten some of his dull moments. The 
Sunday School arranged to have a group 
picture of each class taken with a large 


camera and these were fncluded in the 
contents of the box.—Correspondent. 

December 6—Rev. Arthur R. MacDou- 
gall, who has been serving the three 
churches of Moosup Valley, Rice City, and 
Clayville, has resigned the same to take 
effect the second Sunday of December. We 
have not heard positively concerning 
Brother MacDougall’s plans, but we be- 
lieve that he is contemplating accepting 
a pastorate in New Hampshire. 

Mr. Harry Jackson, the organist at the 
First Church of Fall River, has organized 
a men’s choir, or glee club, and has made 
arrangements for this club to be present 
at some church the first Sunday evening 
of each month. December first they were 
at.the Bogle Street Church in Fall River. 
The auditorium of the church, as well as 
the gallery, was filled with an apprecia- 
tive audience. Rev. Frank H. Peters, 
D. D., of the First Church, was present 
at the service and assisted the pastor by 
offering prayer. This church has recent- 
ly added to its attractiveness by the in- 
stalling of a new brass rail in front of 
the choir as well as surrounding the pul- 
pit. The money for these rails was given 
in memory of Sarah and Robert Gallo- 
way. Two very beautiful bronze vases 
have also been added to the pulpit rostrum 
as a gift from Margaret Greenhalg-Hil- 
ton. The dedication service took place on 
November 24 with a very appropriate 
service conducted by the pastor, Rev. Hen- 
ry Arnold. Their. annual bazaar, given 
by the Ladies’ Aid, was held the following 
week and was a decided success in every 
way. 

The writer is to visit the North Chris- 
tian Church of Fall River on the morning 
of December 8 to give an account of the 
Piqua Convention. Mr. Reed, the acting 
pastor of the church, will preach at Pot- 
tersville in exchange with the pastor that 
he may be able to give this report. The 
Fair and Sale of the Ladies’ Aid of Pot- 
tersville took place on the evening of the 
third of December. While the attendance 
was not as large as it has been some 
years, yet the results were very satisfac- 
tory. F. H. G. 


ILLINOIS 

Tuscola, December 9—The dedication of 
the Lake Fork Church was the order of 
the day for us yesterday. This church 
has a history dating back beyond the ex- 
istence of any other church of the Chris- 
tian Church in Central Illinois. It is in 
away a mother church. The former 
building, which has just given place to 
this new building, has served the people 
for some seventy years. The _ present 
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fine brick venired s 
basement and 
kitchen, furnace, and light plant. 
This is a fine rural church. A very 
high type of people live in this com- 
munity. Rev. G. W. Rippey was to 
have assisted in the services, but 
was not able since he is in the Ma- 
con County Hospital, Decatur, Illi- 
nois. So the services were in charge 
of the pastor and Rev. Clarence 
Bennett, pastor of the U. C. Chapel 
Church, was present in the after- 
noon and assisted in the dedication 
exercises, offering the prayer. The 
ex-pastors were notified with re- 
quest to attend, but none seemed to 
be able to come. It is hard for pas- 
tors to come away from their work 
on Sunday. <A _ fine dinner was 
served in the basement at the noon 
hour and there were more than 
twelve basketfuls left. This church 
can boast of one of the best orches- 
tras for a rural church in existence. 
It added to the exercises greatly 
yesterday. It was not necessary to 
raise a sum of money before the 
church could be dedicated, since this 
had been previously provided for by 
the committee, but a freewill offer- 
ing was taken, Mrs. Sam Rice, of 
Arthur, gave by special check twen- 
ty-five dollars to the church. It is 
to he remembered that her husband, 
Mr. Sam Rice, while alive, was a 
special friend to the church and to 
The Herald. — The Tuscola Church 
is planning for a special night for 
Monday, December 16, in which the 
men will do the serving in honor 
of the ladies of the different classes 
who are serving the church so faith- 
fully. The chairmen of the differ- 
ent committees for the evening have 
been appointed and these men are to 
choose their helpers on each com- 
mittee. — Provisions are being made 
for the Christmas services. — Our 
program for this year is first and 
third Sundays here at Tuscola, sec- 
ond and fourth at Lake Fork. Each 
fifth Sunday we are at Lake Fork 
in the morning and at Tuscola in 
se evening.—John Baughman, Pas- 
or. 


church is a 
church, with full 


Sesquicentennial of Sunday 
Schools 


One hundred and fifty years ago, 
in a little cottage of Gloucester 
England, there was launched one of 
the greatest youth movements of 
history—a quiet meeting at a round 
table destined to be of more far- 
reaching influence than the _ chil- 
dren’s crusade. It was the first or- 
ganized Protestant Sunday School—a dar- 
ing social venture of Robert Raikes, an 
obscure editor of Gloucester who, in 
1780, organized the little class which was 
the beginning of one of the largest and 
most powerful organizations in the world. 

Today the membership of the Sunday 
Schools of the world numbers more than 
thirty millions. The organization is tak- 
én so much as a matter of course in mod- 
etn Christian civilizations, and plays so 
vital a part in the national and interna- 
tional education of youth, that its be- 
ginnings are not always considered. But 
on the sesquicentennial of the founding 
of that first Sunday School, in June, 1930, 
delegates from three continents. will 
8ather in Toronto to do honor to Robert 
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International Uniform Sunday School Lessons. 


100,000 earnest workers yearly depend upon it to give the knowledge 
and inspiration required for successful teaching. Adapted to all grades. 
Postpaid, $2.00 


A DAILY DIGEST OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
FOR 1930 
By AMOS R. WELLS 
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(vest pocket size), complete in helpfulness and stimulating to group dis- 
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KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 


(35th thousand 
By Amos R. Wells 


1500 questions and answers 
covering the main facts of the 
Bible. $1.00 postpaid. 


An.inspiration for each day 


inspiration and blessing of life 
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Raikes in a ceremony of dedication of a 
great bronze statue of that famous lay- 


At the same time, a similar heroic 
statue will be erected and dedicated at 
Gloucester, near the site of that historic 
dwelling in which the first Sunday School 
was held. Both statues are in replica of 
the now famous one which stands guard 
over the Thames on the embankment at 
Victoria Gardens, London. The original 
was erected on the 100th anniversary, a 
gift from the school children of England 
who, in tribute to Robert Raikes, raised 
the money for the great bronze figure by 
the subscription of pennies. 

Scholars, religious teachers, students, 
and laymen from all over the world will 





GO TILL YOU GUESS 


Applying to Bible facts, 
etc., the old 
light” 400 sections, 1000 Bible 
references. $1 00 postpaid. 


STORIES JESUS HEARD AND STORIES JESUS TOLD 
By CARRIE BURR PROUTY 


The New and Old Testament stories children love best simply written 
by one who has told them to groups of children for years $1 50 
THINK ON THESE THINGS 
By AMOS R WELLS 
Daily strength for each day’s tasks 
EVERYDAY RELIGION 
By DR. JOHN TIMOTHY STONE, D.D 

From 75 personal experiences Dr Stone gives the key to happiness, the 
$1 50 postpaid 
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Special set of 60 enclosed om 
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gather in the Canadian city to do honor > 
to Robert Raikes when the statue is dedi- 
cated in June, on the occasion of the 
convention of the International Council | 
of Religious Education. The Toronto 
statue is the gift of J. L. Kraft, noted 
philanthropist and business man of the 
United States, treasurer of the Interna-- 
tional Council of Religious Education. Mr, 
Kraft, who is a native of Canada, has 
been a stanch supporter of Sunday) 
Schools all over the world, and is at pres- 
ent superintendent of a large Sunday 
School on the north shore, in Chicago, 
The city of Toronto, by vote of the City 
Council, will furnish the site for the 
statue, the base, and the care of th@ 
statue, in perpetuity. q 
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That first Sunday School of Gloucester, 
which numbered less than a score of boys, 
was undertaken by the socially-minded 
editor in 1780 because of his intense in- 
terest in those countless children of his 
city who were adrift on the streets 
throughout the Sabbath day. Child labor 
in England was a common sight in his 
day, and the social conditions among 
poverty-stricken youth were deplorable as 
the prison conditions which Robert 
Raikes decribed in his Gloucester Journal. 
In that day, a Sunday School was a 
radical departure from the methods of 
most who were interested in “social up- 
lift’. Prison and reform schools, more 
and more labor, were the usual answer to 
the crying problem of the youth of Eng- 
land. 

After months of careful planning of a 
possible Sunday School organization for 
boys, Robert Raikes drew his proteges 
from off the streets and, taking them to 
the little cottage where he had his offices, 
set them to the study of English and of 
the Bible. His initial classes were so suc- 
cessful that he founded a similar school 
for girls three years later, From the 
first organization, Robert Raikes expand- 
ed-the organization. He engaged several 
women teachers in various parts of the 
city to hold Sunday morning classes in 
their homes. He himself secured the 
membership of these classes, sending chil- 
dren to the nearest neighborhood school 
for instruction in reading and the learn- 
ing of catechism and Bible history. 

The social experiment proved so suc- 
cessful in the suburbs and city of Glou- 
ecester that other influential men in the 
city undertook similar organizations.- In 
less than a quarter of a century Sunday 
Schools were established in almost every 
section of England. It was in 1780 that 
Robert Raikes made his first experiment. 
In 1786 it was estimated that 250,000 
children were receiving instruction in 
Sunday Schools. From the beginning rose 
the first Sunday School Society, in 1785. 
And in 1803 the first Sunday School Union 
was formed in London, largely through 
the efforts of Robert Raikes, followed by 
the organization of similar unions 
throughout England. These first schools, 
because of the social nature of their in- 
ception, united secular with religious 
education. The schools which rose from 
them in Scotland were almost-*entirely of 
a religious nature, however. 


In the years immediately following 
Robert Raikes’ experiment, Sunday 
Schools were established in Scotland, 
Ireland, and America. The Protestant 


Sunday School as it exists today on the 
continent of North America was estab- 
lished by the Church of England in Hali- 
fax, Canada, 1783; next in Philadelphia, 
in 1790, when thirteen persons met to 
organize the movement. The growth of 
Sunday Schools in all Protestant churches 
throughout the world was rapid and all- 
enveloping until today the organization 
has branches in every country and in 
every civilized community of the world. 


Rev. B. S. Crosby 


On Tuesday, December 3, funeral serv- 
ices for Rev. B. S. Crosby were held in 
the First Presbyterian Church, Pleasant 


Valley, Dutchess County, New York, 
where he had resided for the past two 
years. 


Brother Crosby had been out of active 
service for several years, owing to ill 
health. His last pastorate was at Sweet 
Valley,. Pennsylvania, where he succeeded 
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in rebuilding a very fine church to replace 
the one which had been destroyed by fire. 
Being chairman of the building commit- 
tee proved to be an overtaxing responsi- 
bility and, together with exposure during 
the building process, he began to fail be- 
fore he resigned that pastorate. 

The writer’s acquaintance runs back 
nearly fifty years ago when Brother Cros- 
by was pastor of the Christian Church at 
Milan, New York. Throughout the inter- 
vening years I have been in more or less 
intimate touch with his life work, which 
has been confined almost exclusively to 
the Christian Church with the exception 
of a few years, I understand, when he 
was stated supply for another body. 

Talking over the matter with me, he 
said, “I would love to live a few years 
longer, but I am ready to go if it be my 
Father’s will, if you will make me one 
promise—that when the time of my de- 
parture arrives, you will make the ad- 
dress at my funeral service.” The en- 
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IF EVERY DAY WERE CHRISTMAS 


IF each new day were Christmas! 
Oh, then, that Eden of the olden time, 
Which we had thought an ancient dream, 
forever gone, 
Would build itself anew in every land 
and clime. 


And statelier, lovelier, too, than any day 
of yore. 
Our hearts would marvel in the glad 
surprise. 
So fair a world we never knew before 
As one once blind sees through his 
opened eyes. 


Then we who move alone in selfish pride, 
Caring not much for all our human 
worth, 
See nobler now than we had scarce sur- 
mised— 
Transfigured lives upon a reborn earth. 


But, no! We walk our old ways still; 
Yet ever comes the mood of wistfulness. 
Would that we did not war and lust and 


ill, 
And each day brought the Yuletide 
happiness. 
—Harry Pressfield, in 


The Christian Advocate. 
WL ,, ny» W""F"7"|l 


tire program was carried out precisely as 
he had planned it. Rev. Mr. Beckwith, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
of Pleasant Valley, where he and Mrs. 
Crosby had taken their letters, and Rev. 
William J. McVey, pastor of a neighbor- 
ing church, assisted the writer. 

He leaves one sister, who was present 
at the service, and a devoted wife and 
companion who was of incalculable serv- 
ice and comfort throughout his ministry. 
Many people from surrounding communi- 
ties drove miles that they might thus hon- 
or one whom they had loved. So with an- 
other we can say, “We are glad that he 
has lived so long, and glad that he has 
gone to his reward”, and our sympathy 
goes out to those who suffer in their sor- 
row. 

W. H. Hainer. 
Oo 


“What love is, it is hard to say; for 
those who have it, needless to tell; for 
those who have it not, impossible.” . 
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About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 


present weekly Herald and will have the 
resources of both communions back of it, 
assuring us of a greatly enriched period- 
ical with a subscription list of five times 
that of the present Herald. We are anx- 
ious that all of our present subscribers 
and many new ones in our church be on 
the subscription list of the new paper. 
Full announcement of subscription prices 
and details will be given to all of our 
people through the columns of The Her- 
ald in its January issues. The date of 
the merging of the two publications is 
fixed for March 1. 


We cannot urge too strongly that all 
our churches make a commendable offer- 
ing at Christmas time for Franklinton 
Christian College, our Negro school in 
the South. President Henderson went 
home from the General Board meeting 
December 12 much disccuraged. Teach- 
ers’ salaries were two months overdue 
and he had to face his faculty with no 
funds to pay them. Only a large Christ- 
mas offering can save Franklinton Chris- 
tian College at this time. Surely no 
finer gift to the Kingdom can be imag- 
ined than one that will go to help aspir- 
ing Negro young men and women secure 
an education under such fine Christian 
influences as may be found at Franklin- 
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ESTABLISHED 1808 


The editorial and business policy and pro- 
motion of The Herald of Gospel Liberty are 
vested in the Publications Merger Commit- 
tee of the General Board of The General 
Convention of the Christian Church. This 
Committee is composed of the following: 
Hermon Eldredge, Chairman, W. P. Min- 
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| to The Herald of Gospel Liberty, C. P. A. 
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| F, G. Corrin, Editor 
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for the two editorial pages only. 


Sion M. LyNAM, News Editor 
HERMON ELDREDGE, Managing Editor 
GENOA M, WHEATLEY, Editorial Assistant 


Entered as second-class matter at the post 
office at Dayton, Ohio. Acceptance for 
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ton. Will we share President Hender- 
son’s burden? 

We are in receipt of a communication 
from Rev. Myron Ty'er, of Blackshear, 
Georgia, advising us of the merging of 
the Georgia State Congregational Con- 
ference with the Georgia and Alabama 
Christian Conference of that _ section. 
Brother Tyler is one of the Old Guard 
of the church and has spent over fifty 
years in its ministry and general service. 
At one time he was president of the Erie 
Christian Conference and an active lead- 
et of the New York State Christian Con- 
ference while pastor of the Conneaut, 
Ohio, and Erie, Pennsylvania, churches. 

Dr. W. H. Hainer, pastor of First 
Christian Church of Irvington, New 
Jersey, stopped in The Herald Office last 
week to say that the offering for the sup- 
port of The Herald of Gospel Liberty in 
its new merger was the easiest offering 
he ever took. His people seemed hap- 
py and ready to give to this cause, and 
the result was an offering of $115, the 
largest offering yet. Milford, New Jcr- 
sey, Rev. E. C. Hall pastor, had a quota 
of ten dollars and received twenty-five 
dollars in the offering. We are holding 
the report of the list of churches giving 
to this fund, since they have been slow 
i coming in and we do not want to leave 
any church, which has contributed, off 
the list, 

The sudden death of Brother Frank R. 
Beach, of Irvington, New Jersey, on De- 
tember 8, comes as a Shock to our broth- 
ethood. He was an active member of the 


First Christian Church of Irvington for 
over a quarter of a century and later a 
promoter and a charter member of the 
Second Christian Church, which rela- 
tionship he sustained until the end of his 
life. In the general work of the Chris- 
tian Church Brother ‘Beach served as a 
trustee of Defiance College, secretary of 
the New Jersey Christian Conference, on 
the board of Carversville Christian 
Orphanage, and a member of the Sunday 
School Board of The American Christian 
Convention. Funeral services were con- 
ducted by Rev. Calvin J. Felton, pastor 
of his home church. The sympathy and 
prayers of the church will go out to his 
sorrowing widow and two daughters. 








Deaths 





Frank R. Beach passed away at his home in 
Irvington, New Jersey, December 7, 1929, follow- 
ing an illness of a week with pneumonia, at the 
age of sixty-one years. Mr. Beach was one of a 
group of forty members who established the Sec- 
ond Christian Church of Irvington, and before its 
formation was as active member of the First 
Christian Church, He was the superintendent of 
the Sunday School and, when the Second Church 
was formed, served as its first superintendent, but 
relinquished that position eighteen months ago. He 
was secretary of the New Jersey Christian Con- 
ference and a trustee of Defiance College for a 
number of years. Mr. Beach leaves his wife, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Parsons Beach, and two daughters. 
Funeral services were conducted at the residence, 
the pastor of the Second Christian Church, Rev. 
Calvin J. Felton, officiating. Burial in Hollywood 
Cemetery, Union Township. 





John Wesley Sellers, son of Daniel Moore and 
Mary Sellers, was born December 25, 1844, in 
Delaware County, Ohio, and passed away at the 
home of his daughter, Mrs. George T. Stephens, 
at High Point, North Carolina, on Monday morn- 
ing, December 2, 1929, after an illness of two 
weeks, at the age of eighty-four years. At the 
age of one year, he came with his parents to 
Whitley County, Indiana, and there grew to man- 
hood. He was married to Sarah A. Miller, May 
24, 1868, and in 1918 they celebrated their fiftieth 
wedding anniversary, but she preceded him in 
death September 8, 1921. As a devoted father, he 
was a perfect example and left to his children the 
greatest’ of all gifts—a Christian heritage. For 
twenty years he taught school and later turned 
his attention to the drug business. He also 
served as deputy surveyor of Kosciusko County 
and came to Warsaw to enter upon his duties, re- 
taining his residence in Warsaw throughout the 
rest of his life. He was a devout member of the First 
Christian Church of Wakarusa and was the 
president of the Eel River Christian Conference 
for a number of years. He was especially inter- 
ested in the missionary activities of the church. 
Much of his concern was toward the colored jpeo- 
ple of the South, having furnished a library in 
Franklinton Christian College, the same ring 
his name. Mr. Sellers ‘was a comrade in the 
Grand Army of the Republic and a member of 
Warsaw Kosciusko Post No. 162. Besides his 
daughter, Mrs. Stephens, he is survived by one 
son, CHarles L. Sellers, and one sister, Mrs. Ella 
Trochsell, Funeral services were conducted at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ora Coyle in Warsaw, 
Indiana, December 5, by Rev. Albert R. McMur- 
rin, assisted by Rev. John Hartman, Rev. J. J. 
Beisiegel, and the soldiers of the Grand Army. In- 
terment in Warsaw Cemetery. 


FS ____________] 
Official Information 


CHURCH WANTED 


Being a minister in the Christian Church and 
holding an A. B. degree from Elon College, to- 
gether with four years of very successful minis- 
try in the Eastern Virginia Christian Conference, 
and at present without work, I would be pleased 
to get in touch with any church or churches with- 
out a pastor. 

Address all correspondence to: Rev. George A. 
Pearce, 306 N. King Ave., Dunn. North Carolina. 
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The Life of Christ or 25 
Art Subjects or 25 for 
Children, 54% x8. Or 50 

for Children, 3 x 3%. 
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Lt your children make companions of 

world’s most beautiful pictures, Cul- 
ture, happiness and beauty will be added 
to their lives, 











Use them In the Sunday School 
Send 15 cents for Catalogue of 1600 Illustrations 


Sheer Pictures g1567 maiden, Mass 











The Lesson Round Table 
for 1930 


A new Sunday School Lesson $ 
‘ Commentary built on an entire- | 
ly new idea; written not by 
one man or one woman, but by 
a group of America’s religious {$ 
leaders who know the problems { 
of the teachers and how to 
translate the great messages of 
the International Uniform Sun- $ 
day School Lessons into mes- $ 
sages readily applied to the ‘ 
problems of the twentieth cen- 
tury Christian. 


Edited by Richard D. Dodge. 


$1.35 Postpaid. 
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MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Levi J. Carter, 218 S. Van Buren St., Newton, II. 
Claude W. Risinger, Avon, Illinois. 

George A. Pearce, 306 N. King Ave., Dunn, N. C. 
H. Vernon Winter, Ciifford, Indiana. 

M. E. Sooter, Dixon, Missouri. 

F. H. Peters, 500 Pine St., Fall River, Mass. 
C. S. Bennett, 5809 Maryland Ave., Chicago, IIl. 
—— C. Kern, 241 Victoria Park Ave., Toronto, 
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. E. Pressler, : nley, Muncie, 
Ed Borah, Haubstadt, aoa — 
Frank H. Gardner, R. R. 1, Somerset, Mass. 
J. E. Etter, Ft. Oh 


George W. Foltz, 225 Center St., Findlay, Ohio. 
R. C. Updyke, Hartwick, New York. 
B. A. Hartley, La Fayette, Ohio. 

















































































JOLLY JESTS 


| 
| 
A smile—and the heart is lighter, 
A leugh—and the day grows brighter. | 


Brevity is the soul of modern journal- 
ism. A budding journalist was told nev- 
er to use two words where one would do. 
He carried out this advice in his report 
of a fata] accident in the following man- 
ner: 

“John Jones struck a match to see if 
there was any gasoline in his tank. 
There was. Age sixty-five.”—Selected. 


A venerable Scot purchased a little 
radio set, and a few days later his 
friends asked him how he liked it. 

“Well, it’s a’ right to listen to”, he re- 
plied, “‘but those bulbs are nae sae gud 
to read by.”—The Locomotive Engineers 
Journal. 


Mrs. Rallings: “Vain man! Did you 
never observe that designers take a 
woman’s head to adorn many of your 
coins?” 

Her husband, meekly: “No, but I have 
observed that designers take many of my 
coins to adorn a woman’s head!”’—Chris- 
tian Advocate. 


The lecturer was a geologist, and he 
chose as his subject “Niagara Falls”. He 
said that the Falls were slowly wearing 
back toward Buffalo, and that in the 
course of two hundred thousand years 
they would be worn back to Erie, Penn- 
sylvania. Suddenly, one of the girls be- 
gan to sob convulsively. “What is the 
matter?” I asked in alarm. “Oh”, she 
wailed, “my sister lives in Erie.”—Chris- 
tian Register. 


A corn syrup manufacturing company 
received the following letter:. 

“Dear Sirs—I have ate three cans of 
your corn syrup and it has not helped my 
corns one bit.”—Selected. 


“Tommy, can you tell me one of the 
uses of cowhide?” “Er, yessir. It keeps 
the cow together.”—Detroit News. 


Pat took his wife to the theater for 
the first time. They arrived rather early, 
and she was interested in everything 
about them. 

Nudging Pat, she whispered: “What 
does that word ‘asbestos’ mean across 
the curtain?” 

“Be quiet”, said Pat, “and don’t show 
your ignorance. That’s Latin for ‘wel- 
come’.”—Selected, 


“When I was your age I thought noth- 
ing of a ten-mile walk.” 

“Well, I don’t think much of it, eith- 
er.”—London Calling. 


All the people who think they are paid 
what they’re worth could hold an inter- 
national convention in a telephone booth 
and still have room to spare.—The Path- 
finder. 





YOUR CHANCE TO 


‘Make Money 


Our Christian Service Calendars provide the way for churches or any © 
of their organizations to make from $25 to $100. Hundreds of Socie- ¥ 
ties, Sunday Schools, and Mission Circles have made more. j 



































Special Prices to Churches 


Note carefully the third column. It is the one that will 
interest you most. 


Sell for Cost Profit 


ee $ 1.50 $ 1.25 $ 0.25 
er Se 3.00 2.30 .70 
25 Calendars 7.50 5.25 2.25 
50 Calendars... 15.00 9.50 5.50 

100 Calendars _............_... 30.00 17.00 13.00 
200 Calendars 69.00 32.00 28.00 
300 Calendars __._....___.. 90.00 45.00 45.00 
500 Calendars 150.00 70.00 80.00 


Single copy, 39e 
An important fact to remember is that the Christian Service Calendar 


makes an attractive Christmas Gift, attractive, inexpensive, and 7 
useful. 


Send your order to 


The Christian Publishing Association 


219 South Ludlow 
Dayton 








